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Safe vehicles are vital for safe and healthy mobility. New vehicle technology can help prevent crashes, 

and prevent death or serious injury if a crash occurs. Buying, hiring or leasing the safest vehicles you can

afford, and carrying out regular inspection and maintenance, will help keep your drivers and other road

users as safe as possible on the roads. 

WHAT IS A SAFE VEHICLE?

SAFE VEHICLES PREVENT ROAD
DEATHS AND INJURIES
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The safest vehicles have:

Active safety systems to prevent crashes.
• Anti-lock braking systems (ABS)
• Autonomous emergency braking (AEB)
• Electronic stability control (ESC)
• Intelligent speed assistance (ISA)
• Lane keep assistance (LKA)
• Good direct vision so drivers can see people who are 
walking or cycling.

Passive safety systems to prevent death 

or serious injury in a crash.
• Seat belts
• Seat belt reminders
• Air bags
• Crumple zones
• Side guards to prevent cyclists from getting stuck 
under the vehicle.

Seat belts are one of the most basic and most 
important life-saving features available. Seat belts
prevent drivers and passengers from hitting the 
inside of a vehicle or from being thrown out of a 
vehicle during a crash. Wearing a seat belt can 
reduce the risk of death in a crash by 50%.1

Airbags protect people inside the vehicle from hitting
the interior of a vehicle during a crash. Airbags can 
reduce the risk of driver death in a crash by 29%.2

Intelligent speed assistance (ISA) keeps vehicles
within the speed limit. Speeding contributes to many
road deaths. Installing ISA in vehicles plays a vital role
in reducing road deaths and injuries.3

Autonomous emergency braking (AEB) detects the
possibility of a crash and automatically applies the
brakes to avoid a crash. AEB also helps reduce the
severity of a crash by reducing the speed of the 
vehicle before it crashes.

Lane keep assistance (LKA) helps the driver to stay 
in lane and can help drivers avoid head-on collisions
with vehicles travelling in the opposite direction, 
side-on collisions with vehicles travelling in the same
direction and collisions with roadside obstacles.

DIFFERENT COUNTRIES 
HAVE DIFFERENT STANDARDS

International New Car Assessment Programmes
(NCAPs) provide information on the safety features 
of different vehicle models and rate their safety 
performance using a star rating system.

NCAP ratings can vary as they are awarded at centres
with different crash-testing facilities.

The safety performance of a vehicle that is marketed 
as the same make and model can vary significantly 
between different countries due to differing minimum
safety standards.

Put safety first and always buy, hire or lease the 
safest, most environmentally friendly vehicles available.

Follow Global NCAP’s Car Purchasing Policy or similar.4

Consider fuel economy and emissions when buying,
hiring or leasing vehicles. 

Ensure that all vehicles driven by their employees, 
including employees’ own vehicles, conform to the
same high standards for safety.

Keep vehicles maintained to high standards, carry 
out regular checks and encourage drivers to carry 
out their own routine, daily inspections.

Have policies that clearly state when vehicles will 
end their life of service.


